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WEEKLY WEDNESDAY UPDATE

The Weekly Wednesday Update is our newsletter which we email every Wednesday
with oral health, health and policy updates from around the state and nationally.

To view past issues click here.

or click here to
sign up for our
|\/|aI’Ch 4, 2026 Weekly
Wednesday

Volume 17, Issue 9 Update.

¥ Mourning the Loss of an Advocate

Over the weekend we lost an advocate who brought a lot of joy to
everyone around him. Jacob Perron and his mom Kathy Keck have been
long-time advocates for disabilities services and dental care at the
Kansas Statehouse. Three years ago our partners at Families USA
featured their advocacy story in a video demonstrating the power of
consumer and family advocacy in oral health. Their video, “Why we
need to fill gaps in Medicaid dental coverage,” premiered at Families USA's conference in Washington,
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http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=ygaglqdab&p=oi&m=1103281455320&sit=f4dbqr4eb&f=4edc736e-55ca-4965-978f-ea42c2a90012
https://oralhealthkansas.org/WWU-past.html
https://www.penwellgabeltopeka.com/obituaries/jacob-perron?ttm_pid=210976910&ttm_affiliate=legacypro&ttm_affiliatetype=standard&ttm_campaign=legacy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vu4cqg9c378&t=2s

and Jacob and Kathy were there to share their story. Oral Health Kansas enjoyed working with and

learning from Jacob. His infectious smile and joy will be missed. We send our deepest sympathies to
Jacob's family.

W Legislative Testimony from Oral
Health Kansas

This week Oral Health Kansas provided testimony on two bills
before the Kansas Legislature. HB 2783 would increase the tax
on e-cigarettes from 5 cents to 15 cents, and the revenue would
be deposited into the Children’s Initiative Fund. The Fund was
created from the Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement in 1999
and is a core funding source for Kansas early childhood, health,
and child welfare programs. Nearly half of high school students
have used e-cigarettes, and that number has steadily risen over the past several years. Raising the tax on
e-cigarettes would not only deter use among Kansas youth but also raise much needed revenue for the
Children’s Initiative Fund.

We also provided testimony in support of SB 271, which fixes an error in how eligibility for the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is calculated. The current law defines CHIP eligibility as 250% of the
2008 federal poverty level, and this bill would change that to the current federal poverty level. Oral
Health Kansas supports this change that would ensure all Kansas children who are eligible for CHIP are
able to access that health insurance program.

Free Webinar for Providers

You can now watch the second session in the “New Era,

New Opportunities” Making Medicaid Work for You”
Making webinar series. Your Practice, Your Way, is just that! This

Medicaid Work webinar will give you some ideas on the best way for your

New Era, New
Opportunities:

PATHWAYS TO

ORAL HEALTH for You office to accept Medicaid and what changes you can make.
Your office will still be designed how you want it while
accepting more patients and that includes creating new
policies if you wish. Now with dental rate increases, Medicaid can become a payor for your dental office.
Want to learn more? Watch this short, 30 minute webinar.

If you have any questions, you can email us at info@oralhealthkansas.org. We may not be able to answer
all of your questions, but we'll help you find an answer!
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https://oralhealthkansas.org/Testimony.html
https://kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/measures/hb2783/
https://kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/measures/sb271/
https://youtu.be/u88QPd9Kb9o
mailto:info@oralhealthkansas.org

OHK Staff Exhibit at Conference for
Children with Disabilities

Education Coordinator, Abby Richwine, and Project Manager, Monica
Turner, had an exhibit table at the Kansas Division for Early
Childhood Conference where they shared resources and had great
conversations about the Brush Book Bed program. Educators were
eager to hear more and how they could incorporate the program into
their work. Staffalso shared children’s oral health book ideas for what educators can use to teach about
taking care of their oral health. You can learn more about Brush Book Bed here.

Developmental Disabilities Awareness
Month

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month is observed every
March to highlight the experiences, rights, and contributions of
people with developmental disabilities and to push for inclusion,
accessibility, and equity in everyday life. The Pathways to Oral
Health Project was dreamed up by staff and families as an
opportunity to support families and caregivers of children and
individuals with disabilities by helping them find compassionate, accessible dental care. Many people

with developmental disabilities face barriers to oral health services, from sensory sensitivities to a lack of
trained providers. By raising awareness, Pathways can connect families to dental professionals who
understand these unique needs, promote inclusive practices, and ensure that everyone regardless of
ability has access to quality, respectful dental care that supports overall health and well-being.

The My Dental Care Passport is a tool that individuals use to share about themselves, their disability,
what makes them anxious, etc. so the dental provider knows ahead of time what to do to make the

dental appointment comfortable. The My Dental Care Passport website includes instructions on how
both consumers and dental providers can use the My Dental Care Passport.

2027 Kansas Mission of Mercy

vf} The Kansas Dental Association and the Kansas Dental
Charitable Foundation have announced the location for the

Kansas MiSSiOI'I QfMEI"CY 2027 Kansas Mission of Mercy. They're happy to announce in
Making a Difference Kansas City, Kansas on January 29-30, 2027, at Homefield KCK
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https://www.oralhealthkansas.org/BrushBookBed.html
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/healthy-living/oral-health/Pages/Brush-Book-Bed.aspx?_gl=1*1ma1tfs*_ga*MjQwNjgzMzk0LjE3NzI1NTMzMjU.*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NzI1NTMzMjQkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzI1NTMzMjQkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://pathwaystooralhealth.org/my-dental-care-passport/

Showcase Center. This will be the 26th Kansas Mission of Mercy! You can find more information here
https://www.ksdentalfoundation.org/

Upcoming Events

m Course: An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving
from Volume to Value, 1 CE. Click here for the course information.

m Self paced courses: Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals
and Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations
for Dental Providers.

= Dental Clinic Leadership Conference co-hosted by Community Care
Network of Kansas and the Health Center Association of Nebraska on April 9 - April 10 in Manhattan.
Learn more here.

= Save the date! The 2026 Conference on Oral Health will be Friday, November 13.

Pathways to Oral Health Project staff, Monica
Turner, celebrated her one-year anniversary as
Project Manager for Pathways on February 17.
She has been a stellar addition to our staff,
keeping us in line with the work plan,
monitoring our timeliness and goals, as well as communicating with our
Pathways partners. We would not have been able to keep the project
aligned if it wasn't for her guiding us all the way. Thank you, Monica!l

Sugary Drink Display

We have Adult and Children's Sugary Drink Display's available for reservations.
These displays are eye catching at exhibits, schools, library, dental offices,
clinics and just about anywhere you see them! We only have a limited amount
so please sign up soon if you're interested in reserving one. Click here to learn more about sugary drink
display reservations!

Follow Us
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https://www.ksdentalfoundation.org/
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=250308208&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_441S3-5136EtLs6HnjCfs5kRHcrUsuabbO_R3OnMKe6zF76JadMulEsle17WGHFI3GbZ3Np1lwUCzDVWbowg3ngDV4wUPiTKepneO8DGPUIKJRs4&utm_content=250311004&utm_source=hs_email
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86zl3qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3lqW2zC6_474F3SNW3FkzQT52b5QhW4DYs0l6b9nJrN3Db9VZZR_NrW78QhPT96ZHGzW63bFHR7ztKm1W7HpNhP3cBwyvW8Cpk582SlCrcW7Kd2PD4jfgj6W73kPr_5Y7NW0W6DDrW12FQMVXW49fM1D8x5cJMVRXrnp8557yTW2mWCBw3PHGxhW7DtG8l4kYsNjW8TqsCL5-Yh2PW4shNpr52fvHrW2bVJsX4HGJvlW4G4xNR8mDqPXW7dKMXd6blQw5VQnckD713SgPN7fdbQ-fKQwVMvdylR8x0sMW5SNKdx2rs7f1W3KxZMz3vwt7DW2M0fvS1W9CzqW7zL31Y3FhHMJW7ZRg5K7BvWVPW4rZgNb4R7FhLW3R9q4z3kXdmPf6Z46wK04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://email.carequest.org/e3t/Ctc/GF+113/d2jdCv04/VVR6R17l0mslVqWxFS6_1_yVW1h36Dw51N0SPN2x86xz5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3mPVKjXxF5hYmhyW5L4bpf2Xm9-NW1WDTY97Ygp7zW6hNRDN2t4Pn3W7y5Whg5_T9T5W6bcyqy7QyK6SW1qYSWD1qKPSdW1vFZ3F7Xwg17W2b1MJH5J5BS0W8ktFDV6R7tzdN1Bj_Smbc10CN3ZLWpWZCnFYN3xW2sHFzPrTW2YJdKM8KtmDKVY_hdM7q03SQW68J8ZP4LZbMsW2fvqky4dSMcQW2jB6n_7p3SJRW2mNMcF25hvsXW6-K-m87DdhhzW38j2hC6G-8HWW7qY2GR5kMBBHW2S1-Jk8pm6fpVzYxTR8TGcMwW3FqDwJ78PSwyV2mNJC932Vy1W5y0_Tt55YklQW1n5z3Y3q4pTyW21CZFy7C5nq1W5KMb3H3cGKvBW7WbB7y3d8d_fW5SR7DF2MPBhZN4r041BzywFWW6cgtqZ4n31Yzf690Mvn04
https://communitycareks.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2037900&group=
http://www.oralhealthkansas.org/SugaryDrink.html
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