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Protecting Oral Health and Saving Money for Kansans

FLUORIDE IS SAFE, EFFECTIVE, AND SAVES MONEY

Fluoride is a naturally occurring mineral that strengthens tooth enamel and reverses early signs of decay. Set at safe, measured
levels in public water supplies, fluoride repairs weak spots before cavities form—helping families stay healthy and avoid costly
care. Recognized by leading public health and dental organizations as one of the most successful and cost-effective public health
initiatives in history, community water fluoridation protects oral health across Kansas while keeping preventive care affordable

and accessible.

WHY FLUORIDE WORKS

Filling in the Gaps

In Kansas, more than one in four people lack dental insurance
— many of them seniors, rural residents, and those without
employer-sponsored coverage — and more than one in ten
adults age 65 and over have lost all their teeth due to decay or
disease.

Making Care Affordable

With limited Medicaid dental coverage and high out-of-pocket
costs, fluoride offers low-cost prevention that keeps people
healthy and takes pressure off of emergency care.

Small Investment, Big Savings

Fluoridation costs about $1 per person per year and delivers a
return of roughly $20 for every dollar invested, saving families
and states from paying more for poorer dental outcomes.

Preserving What People Currently Have

Around two-thirds of Kansans already have access to fluoridat-
ed water. With the ongoing shortage of dental providers across
the state, especially in rural communities, rolling back fluori-
dation would remove a critical layer of protection and leave
families paying for dental care they might otherwise not need.

WHAT LAWMAKERS CAN DO

Vote against SB 333 to protect existing community water fluoridation programs.

THE COST OF REMOVING FLUORIDE

A Costly Repeal

According to analysis of federal oral health data, eliminating
fluoridation in Kansas would cost the state an estimated $398
million over five years in avoidable dental expenses — costs
that would ultimately fall on families and taxpayers.

An Affordability Crisis

Kansans already face rising health care costs, and removing
fluoride would only make preventive care more expensive and
less accessible.

Local Control

There is no statewide mandate to fluoridate water in Kansas;
each community decides for itself whether to add fluoride to its
water system. A statewide ban would take away the freedom
and decision-making power of cities and towns to protect pub-
lic health based on local needs.

Real-World Consequences

Communities that remove fluoride see dental problems and
treatment costs spike within a few years. In Juneau, Alaska,
cavity treatment costs more than doubled for children under
six after fluoridation ended. In Calgary, Canada, kids’ dental
infections rose 700%, pushing the city to reinstate fluoride in
2025 after more than a decade of worse oral health and higher
care costs.




Contact Us

Oral Health Kansas Kansas Dental Association Fluoride in Kansas
info@oralhealthkansas.org kevin@ksdental.org www.fluoridekansas.org
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