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Over 60 Participate in State Oral
Health Plan Summit on May 30
The Bureau of Oral
Health and Oral Health
Kansas' summit to
develop the next state
oral health plan
attracted over 60
stakeholders from
diverse backgrounds.
The participants heard
from KDHE Secretary
Dr. Robert Moser,
Kansas Dental Director Dr. Taylor-Osborne, and OHK
Executive Director Tanya Dorf Brunner. The rest of the day
went into developing objectives--broad oral health targets--for
the state to reach by 2017 and strategies for how to get there.
The issue areas included education, finance, systems
collaboration and workforce. The conveners are working to
develop the plan into a website, which will be dynamic and
allow for frequent updates as we all work toward achieving our
oral health goals. The final plan will debut at the Oral Health
Kansas Conference on Friday, November 7 at Wichita State
University. If you participated in the summit: Thank you for your
contributions!

Costco Enters the Fluoridation
Debate

Thanks to our Dental
Champions for lending
a hand to the Summit
on May 30. We could
not have done it
without the talents of
these leaders, who
facilitated and
recorded for break out
groups. Thanks to all
of you!
Jenni Ferguson
(Class V)
Robyne Goates
(Class V)
Sharon Tidwell
(Class I)
Chris Tilden
(Class V)

Visit our
New
Website!

Oral Health Kansas

The superstore Costco, best
known for selling bulk
merchandise, has entered the
water fluoridation debate by
publishing an article in the May 30
issue of their magazine entitled,
"Informed Debate: Should
Community Drinking Water be
Fluoridated?" The article is
designed as a pro and con
argument about water fluoridation
and invites people to vote on
whether they support water
fluoridation. View the article here.
Oral health advocates agree that
the benefits of water fluoridation
are not up for debate, and the CDC has called water
fluoridation one of the ten most important public health
achievements of the 20th century. This article with a story
written by prominent anti-fluoridationist Paul Connett is a
disappointment.
Join Oral Health Kansas in taking a stand in favor of water
fluoridation by voting in Costco's poll found in their article. This
is an opportunity to send a positive message about the wellestablished benefits of water fluoridation. Oral Health Kansas
also will join oral health advocacy groups across the country in
writing a letter to Costco expressing our disappointment about
their decision to debate an issue that has been settled for
decades.

OHK Joins Kansas City Task
Force
Oral Health Kansas' staff recently joined the Mid-America
Regional Council's Oral Health Access Committee, to work on
oral health in the bi-state Kansas City area. Kansas-based
staff were treated to a briefing by Missouri's new dental
director, Dr. B Ray Storm, about what he hopes to accomplish
after a decade-long vacancy in the director role. Many of
Missouri's initiatives are similar to those either under
discussion or underway in Kansas. Both states are looking for
solutions for people with disabilities and older people, who
have difficulty accessing dental care in traditional settings, and
thinking about ways to bring better oral health care to

has revamped its
website, complete with
a search function to
find safety net clinics,
consumer and dental

underserved rural areas. Missouri has bested Kansas in one
area: dental benefits for adult Medicaid beneficiaries. The
Show Me state's legislature recently appropriated $48 million to
restore a robust package of dental servicesincluding dental
benefits for adults, which were largely eliminated due to budget
shortfalls in 2005. The budget is still awaiting Governor Nixon's
signature. OHK staff is quoted in a KCPT story about the
meeting expressing the hope that the Medicaid dental services
expansion in Missouri will build momentum in Kansas for
similar efforts. Read the story here.

professional
resources, and more!
Check out our new site
by clicking here.

Save the
Date...

Traveling Sugary Drink Display
Reserve our traveling Sugary Drink Display
for your business or event! Displays are
available from June onward and
reservations are made for one month at a
time. Return postage is covered by Oral
Health Kansas. E-mail Caroline here if you
would like to make a reservation.

The 2014 Oral Health
Kansas Conference
will be November 6-8
at Wichita State
University. Please plan
to attend. Details
coming soon!

If you have an idea, story or suggestion for a Oral Health Kansas Weekly
Wednesday Update please contact us at info@oralhealthkansas.org.
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